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Zion Ev. Lutheran Church 
6430 Hwy. D   Allenton, Wisconsin  53002 

Members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

Steven D. Bode, pastor         6438 Hwy.  D  Allenton, WI 

Church Office: 262-629-5914  / website: www.zionallenton.org 

 Pastor cell phone:  262-483-0407 / e-mail: revsdb@aol.com 
  

Welcome to God’s House 
 

In living and dying for us Jesus chose us to be his own and tells us to bear fruit (good 

works). To encourage us in our life of good works, Jesus gives us a new 

title…he calls us his friends. Now we get to look like his friends by the 

way we are with one another: Love each other! 
 
In other words, the fact that Christ lived, died and rose for us moves us 

to live lives which show Christ in us. 

 

THE COMMON SERVICE 

 

Opening Hymn              Love Is the Gracious Gift   CW #505:1-3 
 
Love is the gracious gift of your goodness; 

Love is the patient fruit of your care; 

Love is the gentle work of your Spirit, 

Who is the source of love ev’rywhere. 
 
You loved me first, Lord, sending me Jesus. 

Then I responded, trusting your Son. 

Now you invite me to love my neighbor, 

Showing your true love to ev’ryone. 
 
Love means forgiveness, patience, and kindness; 

Love is not jealous, boastful, or rude. 

Love endures all things, bearing, believing; 

Love hopes forever, rejoices in truth. 

 
 
Invocation 
 
M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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C: ♫   Amen.  
 
 

Confession of Sins 
 
M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
C: ♫   Lord, have mercy on us; Christ, have mercy on us; Lord have mercy on us.  
 
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 

by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: ♫   Amen.  
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 
Song of Praise               To God Be the Glory   CW   #399:1 
 
To God be the glory; great things he has done! 

He so loved the world that he gave us his Son, 

Who yielded his life an atonement for sin 

And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice! 

Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son 

And give him the glory—great things he has done! 

 
 

 



Prayer of the Day 
  
M: Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think 

those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may 

always make our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: ♫   Amen.  

 
 
Scripture Reading                     Acts 11:19-26  
 
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when 

Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the 

word only among Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, 

went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about 

the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people 

believed and turned to the Lord. 
22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 
23 When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and 

encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good 

man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to 

the Lord. 
25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he 

brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church 

and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at 

Antioch. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 98                
 

 
 

M: Sing to the LORD a new song, 

C: for he has done marvelous things. 
 
M: The LORD has made his salvation known 

C: and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
 
M: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

C: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  
 
M: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, 

C: burst into jubilant song with music; 
 
M: make music to the LORD with the harp, 

C: with the harp and the sound of singing. 
 
M: Shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 

C: He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 
 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 
 



Scripture Reading                               1 John 4:1-11    
 
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 

from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how 

you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ 

has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus 

is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming 

and even now is already in the world. 
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is 

in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and 

therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We 

are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God 

does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 

falsehood. 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 

has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, 

because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 

only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  

 
 
Gospel                                        John 15:9-17     
     
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

C: ♫   Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you 

keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 

and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have 

loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you 

servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 

called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to 

you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might 



go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 

Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 
    
After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

C: ♫   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 
Nicene Creed  
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn           This Is My Will   CW #497:1-4  
 

 

 

 

 
      
 
Sermon                        John 15:9-17 

            
     
The Offertory 
 
C: ♫   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast 

me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free 

Spirit. Amen. 

 
 
Offering               the offering plates are situated near the exit door 

 
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If 

you are a  visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 



Prayer of the Church and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

The Sacrament 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: ♫   And also with you.  
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: ♫   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: ♫   It is good and right so to do. 

 
 
Words of Institution 
 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. 

This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: ♫   Amen.  
 
C: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 

peace. Amen. 

 
 
Distribution Hymn           Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice   CW #377:1-8 
 
Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, with exultation springing, 

And, with united heart and voice and holy rapture singing, 

Proclaim the wonders God has done, how his right arm the vict’ry won. 

How dearly it has cost him! 



Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; death brooded darkly o’er me. 

Sin was my torment night and day; in sin my mother bore me. 

Yet deep and deeper still I fell; life had become a living hell, 

So firmly sin possessed me. 
 
My own good works availed me naught, no merit they attaining; 

My will against God’s judgment fought, no hope for me remaining. 

My fears increased till sheer despair left naught but death to be my share 

And hell to be my sentence. 
 
But God beheld my wretched state before the world’s foundation, 

And, mindful of his mercies great, he planned my soul’s salvation. 

A Father’s heart he turned to me, sought my redemption fervently; 

He gave his dearest treasure. 
 
He spoke to his beloved Son: “’Tis time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright Jewel of my crown, snd bring mankind salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; slay bitter death for them that they 

May live with you forever.” 
 
The Son obeyed his Father’s will, was born of virgin mother, 

And, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, he came to be my brother. 

No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore; a servant’s form like mine he bore 

To lead the devil captive. 
 
To me he spoke, “Hold fast to me—I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I myself will be; for you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, your friend divine, and evermore you shall be mine; 

The foe shall not divide us. 
 
 “The foe shall shed my precious blood, me of my life bereaving. 

All this I suffer for your good; be steadfast and believing. 

Life shall from death the vict’ry win; my innocence shall bear your sin, 

And you are blest forever. 

 
 
After the distribution, the minister says: 

M: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in the 

true faith until life everlasting. Depart in peace. Amen. 



Song of Simeon       
 
C: ♫   Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared before the 

face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people 

Israel.  
 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: ♫   And his mercy endures forever. 
 
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our 

love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: ♫   Amen.  

 
 
The Blessing 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: ♫   Amen. Amen. Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn     May the Grace of Christ Our Savior   CW #326:1-2 
 
May the grace of Christ our Savior 

And the Father’s boundless love 

With the Holy Spirit’s favor 

Rest upon us from above. 
 
So may we abide in union 

With each other and the Lord, 

Gathered here in blest communion 

By the power of his Word. 

 

 

 



This Week at Zion 
 

 Today:         Happy Mother’s Day! 

     7:30 / 9:45 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 

     8:30 / 8:40 a.m.  Sunday School / Adult Bible study 
                 
 Mon:  7:00 p.m.     Elders meeting 
  
 Wed:  6:00 – 7:45 p.m.  8th grade Catechism instructions 

     6:30 p.m.     KML Jazz / Echoes concert 
 
 Thu:   7:00 p.m.     Worship 
 
 Sat:   6:30 p.m.     KML Percussion Concert 
 
 Sun:   7:30 a.m.     Worship 

     8:30 a.m.     Sunday School 

     8:30 a.m.     Confirmation Examination  

     9:45 a.m.     Worship with Confirmation Ceremony 
 
Lord’s Supper   We believe that gathering together at God’s altar to receive Holy 

Communion is a testimony of the confession and commitment we share as members 

of the Lutheran Church. We ask guests who are not members of our Lutheran 

denomination to speak with the pastor before joining us at the altar so all may have a 

clear understanding of our faith and practice.  
 
Confirmation   Next Sunday we’ll be observing Confirmation Sunday with an 

Ascension theme since it’s Ascension weekend. Five of our young people (Kaden 

Allison, Anna Bode, Emily Fedorski, Lilly Musack, and Ivy Schulz) will be professing the 

faith created in them at their baptism. The confirmation ceremony will take place in 

the late service (9:45 a.m.) and the public examination will take place during the 

normal bible class hour (8:30 – 9:30 a.m.) 
 
We thank  Barb Olsen (Thursday) and Bea Pamperin (Sunday) who served as our 

accompanists this weekend.  
 
The flowers on the altar today are placed to God’s glory by Joy Pamperin in 

thanksgiving for her mother this Mother’s Day, as well as by Bea Pamperin . 
 
Please pick up the May church calendars, newsletters, and copies of the new Forward 

in Christ from the cabinets in the entryway.  



Worship Guidelines   At our April 19th meeting, the Council discussed the possibility of 

relaxing some of the mask guidelines for worship because of Covid. As a transitional 

step, it was decided to keep the Thursday night worship service in church with masks 

optional. On Sundays, the early service will be in church with masks optional and the 

late service will be in the fellowship hall with masks required. Hopefully this will allow 

worshipers to choose a service that matches their comfort level. This will take effect 

this weekend (April 28th / May 2nd). Thank you for your cooperation.  
 
Sunday School Singing   May 23rd is the last day of Sunday School and the children will 

be singing at the beginning of the late service. For the month of May, Sunday School 

will be in person for all the grades. Please make every attempt to bring your child(ren) 

back to Sunday School so we can finish the year strong and build a good foundation 

for next year.  
 
Please pick up the updated May calendars, the new Meditations and copies of the 

new Forward in Christ, all on the cabinets in the entryway or the table by the kitchen.  
 
Blood Drive   Zion will be hosting a blood drive on May 25th, from 1:30 – 6:30 p.m. in 

the fellowship hall. You can sign up by going to http://bit.ly/allenton525  or call 

877.232.4376. For more information, go to www.versiti.org/covid19.     
 
Confirmation Invitation   Members are invited to stop by for a confirmation open 

house at the parsonage on May 16th anywhere between 11:30 – 3 p.m. We would 

love your presence, but please no gifts.  
 
Local Concerts   Some excellent concerts are coming up in the next few weeks. If 

you’d like more information, check the newsletter.  
 
KML Job Opening   KML is in need of an individual to fill a part-time maintenance 

position. Must possess basic electrical, plumbing, and construction skills. Flexible 

schedule up to 20 hours/week. Pay rate is based on experience and ability. Contact 

KML Business Manager, Mr. Jody Hansen (262-677-4051 

x4004; jody.hansen@kmlhs.org) if interested or for more information. 
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